[The role of visual afferentation in the development of early defense behavior of pied flycatcher nestlings].
The development of defense behavior in normal and visually deprived pied flycatcher nestlings was studied in the wild. It was demonstrated that the young deprived of the visual afferentation did not develop the freezing posture. In the majority of cases, specific alarm call suppressed begging in visually deprived nestlings less effectively than in the control ones. Visually deprived nestlings could not discriminate between the alarm call and other rhythmically organized acoustic signals even though the latter effectively suppressed begging.